Volunteer Opportunities in the San Fernando Valley
When reviewing annual scholarship applications, the Gelb Scholarship Committee takes into consideration a student’s meaningful community involvement.  Students are encouraged to reach out to any of the organizations listed below to volunteer their time, or pick an organization of their choice, located in the San Fernando Valley. This material is provided for informational purposes only. The Gelb Foundation does not endorse any of the organizations mentioned.
[image: A logo for a company]San Fernando Rescue Mission (Northridge) • Focus: Homeless services, meal prep, shelter support • Ages: Teens 15+ can volunteer solo; younger children may participate with a parent or group leader • Requirements: Online application, virtual Open House, background check (for ages 18+) • Website: sfvrescuemission.org/volunteer 
[image: A logo of a child]
  San Fernando... ---  Boys & Girls Club of San Fernando Valley (Pacoima) • Focus: Tutoring, arts & crafts, sports, music, leadership development • Ages: 6–17 for youth programs; teens and adults can volunteer • Hours: Weekdays 2:00–6:45 PM (school year), 8:00 AM–5:00 PM (summer/holidays) • Website: bgcsfv.org – 
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 North Hollywood Interfaith Food Pantry (Studio City) •  Focus: Food distribution, pantry organization • Ages: Teens welcome with supervision; check for age-specific roles • How to Join: Sign up via nhifp.org/volunteers • Location: 4390 Colfax Ave, Studio City, CA 91604
[image: 🌊]Friends of the Los Angeles River (FoLAR) • Focus: River cleanups, habitat restoration, educational field trips • Events: Great LA River Cleanup and seasonal stewardship days • Youth Access: High school students welcome; ideal for service hours and environmental clubs • Perks: Early access to events, expert-led field trips, and FoLAR merchandise • Website: folar.org/get-involved

Animal Shelter; San Fernando Valley:  West Valley Animal Shelter; 20655 Plummer St. Chatsworth, 888-452-7381  
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Pacoima Beautiful • Focus: Environmental justice, community cleanups, youth leadership • Programs: Youth Environmentalists   (YES) program, local beautification projects • Location: Northeast San Fernando Valley • Website: pacoimabeautiful.org 
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 Shift Our Ways Collective (Arleta) • Focus: Regenerative agriculture, climate resilience, sustainable community building • Activities: Garden workdays, composting, eco-education • Youth Access: Welcomes high school volunteers with interest in sustainability • Website: shiftourways.org 
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Nature Nexus Institute • Focus: Community-nature relationships, science and art integration • Opportunities: Cleanups, nature walks, educational events • Youth Access: Inclusive of intergenerational volunteers; great for students interested in science and storytelling • Website: naturenexusinstitute.org 
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The Bay Foundation • Focus: Coastal and watershed restoration • Activities: Beach cleanups, native plant restoration • Youth Access: Check for age-specific events or group sign-ups • Website: bayfoundation.org 
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MEND (Meet Each Need with Dignity) – Pacoima • Focus: Food distribution, clothing, holiday events, and community support • Teen Access: Ages 15–17 can volunteer with a parent/guardian present • Roles: Packing groceries, distributing backpacks, helping at events • Website: mendpoverty.org/volunteer 
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VCC (Volunteer Cleaning Communities) – Picks up litter throughout the SFV almost every day of the week for 2 hours in groups.  https://volunteerscleaningcommunities.com/home-of-vcc   Adopt-1- Street Program http://adopt1street.org   
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